
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: Barry Rabkin | Chief Marketing Officer | 412.760.3308 | PR@IdentifiedTech.com
Sales Contact:  Identified Technologies | 412.307.5174 | Contact@IdentifiedTech.com
Company Address: 6534 Hamilton Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15206 USA

8.13.15 - PGH Tech 50 ‘Start-Up of the Year’ Finalist Takes to the Skies
Pittsburgh Technology Council’s Annual Tech 50 ‘Start-Up of the Year’ Finalist Takes to the Skies
“None of This Would Have Been Possible Without the Pittsburgh Startup Community”
August 13, 2015, Pittsburgh, PA- Commercial drone manufacturer Identified Technologies is one of seven companies named a Start-Up of the Year finalist by the Pittsburgh Technology Council as part of its annual Pittsburgh Tech 50 Awards.
The Tech 50 recognizes southwestern Pennsylvania’s most successful, innovative and thought-leading technology companies, which have become the backbone of Pittsburgh’s new economy. Winners will be announced at an awards ceremony to be held on Thursday, October 29, 2015 at the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh.

“This recognition is a tribute to our entire Identified Technologies family.  It’s an honor for me to work with such a gifted and enthusiastic team,” said Identified Technologies CEO Dick Zhang. 

Zhang founded Identified Technologies in 2013 while studying mechanical engineering at the University of Pennsylvania, where he was involved with the school’s General Robotics, Automation, Sensing and Perception Laboratory and its research into small unmanned aerial vehicles. The company won Penn’s Y-Prize Business Plan Competition in 2013 after developing a software and hardware platform based off SUAVs. Zhang moved to Pittsburgh in late 2013 after being accepted into AlphaLab Gear’s inaugural class.  Since then, Zhang has been selected as a Pittsburgh Business Times Fast Tracker, Ernest and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Finalist, and raised over $2 million in venture capital funding.
Identified Technologies has found its market niche in using self-piloting drones to quickly and accurately perform near real-time aerial site mapping and monitoring that traditionally has been done by manned helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, or ground level survey crews.  These expensive or slow options often forced crews to risk using old, inaccurate information.  
Mascaro Construction site manager and Jon Machen shares his own experience, “We had outdated topographical maps when we budgeted for the earthwork on this site. Our estimates were 20% off, in the wrong direction. We were the ones that had to absorb that risk and error. I wish I had Identified Technologies data before we started.”
Identified Technologies has grown to over a dozen full-time employees, and moved out of AlphaLab Gear’s accelerator to its present location near Bakery Square in April of this year.

The Tech 50 Awards represent transformative technology centers of excellence with tech companies at all stages of growth. Zhang gave credit to the support Identified Technologies has received.
Zhang said, "We would not be where we are today without the support of Alphalab Gear, Innovation Works, Birchmere Ventures, Carnegie Mellon University, and the region’s entire entrepreneurial ecosystem.  None of this would have been possible without the Pittsburgh startup community and we are deeply grateful to be a part of it,” said Zhang.
About Identified Technologies

Pittsburgh, PA-based Identified Technologies provides aerial monitoring, measuring and mapping for industrial, construction, mining and energy job sites. The company’s proprietary drone package updates site data 200 times faster than traditional methods. IDTech’s mission is to deliver Big Insights for Big JobsTM
using its innovative robotic system that includes the self-piloting BoomerangTM drone and its companion LaunchPadTM SmartDock. 

Website: http://www.identifiedtech.com/ 
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